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style

Conquer your closet

CL E RT TU
Perrie SamotiN • psamotin@am-ny.com

I can’t speak for other New Yorkers, but when it comes to real 
estate, I fantasize about sprawling walk-in closets, Rococo-style 
dressing rooms and illuminated vanity tables. 

Unfortunately, I’m stuck with a standard reach-in slip of a 
closet outfitted with curiously inefficient shelving that my land-
lord requires I keep. 

To make matters worse, I have an inordinate amount of stuff, 
so there’s no rhyme or reason to how my closet is organized and 
getting dressed in the morning is a manic process. 

Enter Melanie Charlton Fascitelli, founder and creative direc-
tor of Upper East Side-based couture closet design company 

Clos-ette, and the newly launched affordable hanger and 
closet accessory website, clos-ettetoo.com.

Melanie dropped by my lower Manhattan apart-
ment to school me in five key tips that would get 

me started in my organizational quest — 
and she expected that I’d apply them once 

she left. (I did!)

If you’re serious about organizing, 
the first order of business is to cut 
your inventory — meaning edit down 
your wardrobe. 

Doing this alone never worked for 
me, since I always fell victim to the 
“I haven’t worn it in four years, but I 
will soon” frame of mind. 

Fascitelli suggested grabbing 
a truthful pal who has an eye for 
style and going through your closet 

together. 
“Not everyone is going to have 

a stylist, so your best bet is to find 
your most brutally honest friend,” 
she said. 

One particularly useful tip from 
Fascitelli that helped me chuck 
almost 25 percent of my everyday 
wardrobe: Ask yourself, “Would I buy 
this right now?”  If the answer is no, 
out it goes. 

My sloppily folded shelves of 
sweaters were a constant source 
of stress — and mess. 

A simple and inexpensive 
way to fix the problem, accord-
ing to Fascitelli, is to invest in 
some simple sweater folds, 
which create uniform stacks. 

Clos-ette Too offers cedar- or-
lavender-scented linen folds 
($30), which will not only make 
your closet smell like a dream,  
but also protect your clothing. 

Another option for wider 
shelves, she said, are Clos-ette 
Too’s acrylic shelf dividers. 

“Why did you decide to use all dif-
ferent color hangers?” This was the 
first thing Fascitelli asked me when 
she saw my closet, which was packed 
with dozens of basic slim-line hang-
ers in varying colors. This, apparently, 
is a resounding faux-pas. 

Instead, Fascitelli advised every-
one — regardless of closet size — to 
use hangers in the same style and 
color, preferably nude or blush — a 
common visual merchandising trick 
used in stores. “Light colors lead your 
eye to the clothes, not to the hanger,” 

she said.
 Fascitelli’s new line 

of hangers, available 
on clos-ettetoo.com,  
are similar to the 
ubiquitous slim lines, 
but they’re higher 
quality, more efficient 
and come in different 
shapes to suit differ-
ent garments. This 
makes sense, since a 
wool coat and a silk 
blouse need differ-
ent types of support. 
($12-$26 for 10).

Edit, edit, edit (1)

Hangers matter ... a lot (2)

Create well-folded stacks (4)

Toss the 
shoe 
boxes

(5)
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Color-coding (3)
It sounds intuitive (or obses-

sive), but color-coding your ward-
robe makes an immeasurable 
difference. 

First, divide your wardrobe by 
separates (shirts with shirts, skirts 
with skirts, etc.) and color-code 
each section. 

“Always go light to dark, left 
to right,” said Fascitelli. “The eye 
moves that way and will memorize 
where stuff is.” 

For prints, use the base color 
and place to the right of solids. For 
example, we put all my solid white 
tops together and a white blouse 
with a black pattern at the end of 
the section. 

For me, shoes were 
always the bane of my 
organizational existence 
— they’re clunky, they’re 
all different heights and, 
in my case, there’s a lot 
of them. 

Recently, I got into 
the habit of keeping my 
shoeboxes and stacking 
them on a shelf inside 
my closet. 

“Get rid of them,” 
Fascitelli advised me, 
pointing out that they 
actually create more 
clutter. 

Instead, I lined my 
shoes on the floor, cre-
ating more shelf space 
for clothing. 

A few of Mela-
nie’s top resourc-
es for donating, 
consigning or 
repairing your 
wardrobe

Donate: 
• Housing Works 
(housingworks.org)
• Memorial 
Sloan-Kettering 
Cancer Center 
Thrift Shop (1440 
Third Ave.)

 Consign online:
• i-ella.com
An invitation-only 
site where you can 
edit your wardrobe 
and shop celebs’ 
closets while sup-
porting charities.

repair:
• Denim Therapy 
(555 Eighth Ave.). 
They’ll fix even 
the most haggard   
jeans.
• Art Bag (735 
Madison Ave.) This 
Upper East Side 
gem can ably repair 
any type of bag.  

melaNie’S 
PiCkS

It’s still a work in progress, but by putting these tips to 
use, I’m well on my way to a more organized closet. 

Melanie 
Charlton 

Fascitelli, left, 
and her super-
useful guide to 

stylish closet 
organization 

(Photos: DeiDre schoo)

That’s me, Perrie, attempting to edit my all-consuming wardrobe.

Clos-ette Too’s signature hangers smartly come in 
variying forms to accommodate different garments.

A cedar-scented sweater fold


